An alternative orientation of nonrigid connectors in fixed partial dentures.
Nonrigid connectors have been advocated for fixed partial dentures. However, space limitations may require overreduction of the preparation or overcontouring of the retainer to place the keyway within the retainer wall. An inverted orientation of the nonrigid connector can resolve these problems. With this design, the key is attached to the distal surface of the mesial retainer in a dual-abutment fixed partial denture, and the keyway is incorporated in the mesial surface of the pontic. This inverted orientation offers several advantages with few disadvantages.